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LYING CAN KILL YOU!
Today’s Text: Acts 5: 1- 11
Extracts:
But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. And he kept
back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought a certain part and laid it
at the apostles’ feet. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit, and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not
your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived
this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God. Then Ananias, hearing these
words, fell down and breathed his last…. Now it was about three hours later when his wife
came in, not knowing what had happened. And Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you
sold the land for so much?” She said, “Yes, for so much.” Then Peter said to her, “How is it
that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord?”…Then immediately she fell down
at his feet and breathed her last [Acts 5: 1-5, 7-10]

In November 2009, Betty Litchenstein, then 55, received the Nurse of the Year award at a
dinner supposedly hosted by the Connecticut Nursing Association (CNA).1Soon after,
while investigating another matter for which she had been arrested, the Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit of the Chief of the State Attorney’s Office discovered that Betty was not a
nurse, that the CNA did not exist and that she spent US$2,000 of her personal money to
stage the award event! On Tuesday, December 28, 2010, she was sent to jail after
pleading guilty to criminal impersonation.
Betty got away with a mere jail term for lying. However, most liars are putting their lives
at risk. For example, 13% of patients tell lies to their doctors and almost a third stretch
the truth.2 Inaccurate data can mislead doctors to prescribe inaccurate medications or
surgical procedures that have led to unnecessary deaths. Therefore, lying can kill you!
In this week’s Bible text, a couple sold some possession of theirs and lied about the
proceeds when they brought the money to the apostles. Instead of receiving
commendations and blessings, they died on the spot. Lying killed them. Do you lie? Do
you stretch the truth? Do you want to kick the habit of lying before it kills you? This
week’s study is especially for you.
1

Based on John Nickerson, “Fake ‘Nurse of the Year’ sent to jail,”
http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Fake-Nurse-of-the-Year-sent-to-jail-924986.php#ixzz1mjd6t0Q7 ;
Tues., Dec. 28, 2010.
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“Telling lies to your doctor, and how it can kill you,” http://www.kevinmd.com/blog/2009/01/telling-liesto-your-doctor-and-how-it.html
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1. Background: Ananias and Sapphira are killed for lying

“My key strengths are people leadership skills, excellent communication,
interpersonal and analytical skills, drive for results and very good team
spirit, proactive and have ability to work with minimal or no supervision. I
give priority to collective goals; I listen and regularly follow up on
feedbacks and agreed action points.”
I copied the above piece from the CV (résumé) of a fresh college graduate
who was applying for an accounting assistant’s job in an organization that I
know so well. On going through the rest of the document, it was clear that
the only work experience he might ever have had was managing his pocket
money from his parents! It is either he had googled that piece from a free
résumé web site or he was definitely exaggerating. But did he see that as
lying?
To lie is to say what is not true or to stretch the truth to our advantage. In
that sense, almost every one of us is a liar. If you doubt it about yourself,
check your tax returns or the age you claim or the life story that you tell!
For example, some mothers have told their daughters that they were virgins
when they got married- even with clear evidence of teenage promiscuity
behind them! A near-retirement man trying to save his job once brought a
sworn affidavit (in lieu of his birth certificate) which claimed that he was
born in 1965 and that, at the time of his birth, there was no birth registry in
Lagos. That was why his birth was not registered. The truth is that there had
been a registry in Lagos since the 1880’s! He was lying with his age so as
to keep his job!
A lie is a lie is a lie. There is nothing like a white (harmless) lie because the
Scripture says that “all liars shall have their part in the lake that burns
with fire and brimstone” [Rev. 21: 8]. One of the seven abominations that
God hates is ‘a lying tongue” [Prov. 6: 17]. A liar is Satan’s child because
the devil is “a liar and the father of it” [Jn 8:44]. Something that constitutes
such a mortal danger to our salvation should not be taken lightly. That is
why you must sit up to follow this week’s important study, based on the
story of a man, Ananias, and his wife, Sapphira, who did what most of us
do and paid for it with their lives. The story goes thus:
a) The Facts
People saw the glory of God being demonstrated each new day as the
disciples of Jesus gave witness to His resurrection. Some were so moved
that they sold what they had and gave all the proceeds to the church. For

Weekly Bible Study Series, Volume 13, 2012 © I.C. Imoisili

2

3

example, Joses, a Levite from Cyprus, sold his land and brought the whole
money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. Apparently, in recognition of his
zeal for the Lord, the apostles named him Barnabas, which means, ‘Son of
Encouragement’ [Acts 4: 33-37]. Perhaps that was what prompted
Ananias and Sapphira, to do likewise- but with a little twist. They sold a
possession and brought part of the money to the apostles [Acts 5: 1].
Ordinarily, there is nothing wrong with that. The sold possession was
theirs. The money was theirs. What they chose to give to God was also
their decision. Whatever blessings God has given you are at your disposal
to use at will. How you use your talents or material blessings is within
your control. All that God requires is that if you choose to give to Him,
you must do so cheerfully [2 Cor. 9: 7]. Ananias and Sapphira had other
plans.
b) What the couple chose to do
Ananias “kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it,
and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet” [Acts 5: 2].
Both husband and wife agreed to give part of the money to the apostles
but give the impression that they had given all, like everybody else. But
that was a lie.
You need to know what lies some believers tell in their places of worship.
A treasurer in one church that I know was appalled to see what people put
in the tithe box and offering trays. Some envelopes were empty; no cash or
cheques in them! Some cheques issued to pay for publicly made pledges
were returned to him unpaid because either the accounts were dormant or
had insufficient funds. Yet, such lying was committed by some of the most
vocal and self-righteous members of the congregation!
c) Their due reward
As a popular saying goes, every day is for the thief but one day is for the
owner of the house. Ananias and Sapphira could not deceive Peter who
was in Spirit and knew that the offering before him was tainted with lies.
Peter said to Ananias (who had arrived before his wife), “Why has Satan
filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of
the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And after it
was sold, was it not in your control? Why have you conceived this thing in
your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.” On hearing those
words, Ananias fell down and died [vv. 3-5].
About three hours later, Sapphira came in but she did not yet know what
had happened to her husband. Peter gave her the benefit of the doubt by
asking her if they had sold the land for the sum claimed by her husband.
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She said, “Yes, for so much.” That also made her a liar helping another
liar! Peter replied her, “Why have you agreed together to test the Spirit of
the Lord? Look the feet of those who have buried your husband are at the
door, and they will carry you out.” She dropped dead immediately and was
buried beside her husband [vv. 7-10].
Why did Ananias and his wife die? Recall when the Pharisees accused
Jesus of casting out demons by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons. He
warned them against the sin of blasphemy, adding, “anyone who speaks a
word against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but whoever speaks
against the Holy Spirit, it will not be forgiven him, either in this age or
in the age to come” [Matt. 12: 22-32].
Peter said to Ananias, “Why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy
Spirit?” Ananias died because his sin of lying was unpardonable. He was
going to hell, whether he died that day or later. Lying is a sin against the
Holy Spirit and the penalty is death. Therefore, lying can kill you! That is the
main message from the story of Ananias and Sapphira.

2. Dealing with lying
We are quick to quote John’s epistle where he wrote that God is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, if we confess them, and so cleanse us from “all
unrighteousness” [1 Jn 1: 9]. But John adds an important caveat where he writes,
“If anyone sees his brother sinning a sin which does not lead to death, he will ask,
and (God) will give him life for those who commit sin not leading to death. There
is a sin leading to death. I do not say that he should pray about that” [1 Jn 5:
16]. From the story of Ananias and Sapphira, we now know that lying is a sin
that leads to death.
The times of ignorance God has overlooked [Acts 17: 30] but you have a chance
today, this moment, to do something about your lying habits before they kill you!
Here are a few tips to guide you:
a) Truthfully examine your lying habits
The first lie to get rid of is deceiving yourself that you do not lie. Here
are some popular lies that most of us tell:
•

Cover-ups
In trying to defend your innocence or integrity, you may wind up
weaving more lies to cover up your guilt. For example, it was
Potiphar’s wife that tried to seduce Joseph. When the young man
refused and escaped, the woman lied to her husband by using the
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garment that Joseph had left behind in her hands as proof of the
attempted rape. For that huge lie, an innocent person was put in jail
[Gen. 39: 7-20]. Can you then imagine the woman’s shame the
night she and her husband attended Pharaoh’s cocktail party for
Joseph when he became the governor of Egypt? Another example
is the case of the Roman soldiers that guarded the tomb where
Jesus was buried. After His resurrection, the Jewish leaders bribed
them to lie that while they were asleep, His disciples came to take
His body away [Matt. 28: 11-15].
Examine what you do at home, work, school or in your place of
worship. Are you engaging in lying and deception to cover up your
corrupt practices or those of your friends and colleagues? How
many corrupt politicians sign government cheques? In most cases,
it is civil servants who help them to steal as well as cover up their
dirty tracks. Who is covering up for priests and pastors that are
defiling their helpless members? Among them may be their
bishops or elders who are more concerned about the public image
of their church than truth-telling. You can do better than that!
•

Exaggerations/Half-truths
Your résumé is not your true or complete record. Otherwise, it
should show both your good and bad qualities! It is a summary of
half-truths. According to an African proverb, a snake seen by one
person always gets longer each time the story is told! Once you
stretch the truth, it becomes a lie. For example, one funny
telephone company advertisement shows a girl on a long distance
call to her grandmother. She is sitting by a little flower pot outside
her tiny ground floor apartment and she tells her grandmother,
“I’m sitting in my lovely garden.” Indeed!
Two false witnesses at the trial of Jesus said, “This fellow said, ‘I
am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days’”
[Matt. 26: 61]. The truth is that Jesus was referring to the temple
of His body [Jn 2: 19-21]. Learn to tell it like it is. All those names
of big people that you are dropping to impress your listeners that
you are a big person may end up making you look stupid. Who
cares? They want to see your fruits, not to hear your empty words.

•

Pathological lies
For some people, lying is an obsession and a way of life. My wife
and I once settled a dispute in our church by throwing out the
testimony of the key witness. His story contradicted even what the
two quarrelling parties had agreed on! Our mission school teachers
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used to admonish us to tell the truth and let the devil be ashamed.
Can the father of lies ever be ashamed? Pathological liars live and
feed on lies for their survival. For example, when Naboth refused
to give his vineyard to King Ahab for a vegetable garden, the
king’s wife, Jezebel, got two scoundrels to testify (falsely) that
Naboth had blasphemed God and the king. The innocent man was
stoned to death and Jezebel gave his vineyard to her husband [1
Kgs 21: 1-16]. Many years later, it was on the same plot of land at
Jezreel that dogs ate the flesh of Jezebel after she had been thrown
down [2 Kgs 9: 30-36]. Lying is a cancer and a killer.
b) Form the habit of truth-telling with immediate effect!
True conversion implies a turning away from (lying) and a turning to
(truth-telling). Unfortunately, modern societies hardly encourage that. For
example, insurance companies will advise their policy holders not to
accept responsibility in the event of an accident -even when it is obvious
that you are guilty! Some parents punish their children when they speak
the truth instead of rewarding them. So, they will learn to lie so as to avoid
punishment. No matter what, only the truth can set you free!

3. Conclusion: Life outside of Jesus Christ is a lie!
In His conversation with Nicodemus, Jesus concluded by saying, “Everyone
practising evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should
be exposed. But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be
clearly seen, that they have been done in God” [Jn 3: 20-21]. Truth means an
unchanging and invariant reality. That is why Jesus Christ is the truth [Jn 14:
6] being the same yesterday, today and forever [Heb. 13: 8]. When you accept
Him as your Lord and Saviour, you have taken a firm decision to move from a
life of lies to one of truth. He alone is the one that can set you free from eternal
damnation in hell.
Therefore, life outside of Jesus Christ is a lie. Lying can kill you!
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