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GO FOR THE REAL THING!
Today’s Text: Acts 19: 1- 10
Extracts:
And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed through
the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples, he said to them,
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have
not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” And he said to them, “Into what
then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” Then Paul said,
“John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they
should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” When
they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, and when Paul had
laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and
prophesied [Acts 19: 1-6].
Eulalia Garcia was only six months old when she was brought in her mother’s arms to
Texas, USA, from Mexico in October 1909.1 At the time, it was normal for both Mexicans
and Americans to cross the border in either direction without showing documentation.
But in 1940, the US Congress passed the Alien Registration Act (the Smith Act) that
required all non-citizens already in the US to register and carry a Certificate of Lawful
Entry card. Garcia obtained one in April 1941 which enabled her to continue to visit
family members in Mexico. However, on Tuesday, 12 October 2010, at the age of 101,
she became an American citizen. Asked what difference that made to her, she said the
first thing she would do was to vote in the mid-term elections in November 2010!
No matter for how long she had lived in the US, Garcia could not vote because she was
not a citizen. So, she went from mere residency to citizenship to enjoy that privilege. She
went for the real thing. How about you? There are many of us who are very close to the
real thing but either refuse to or are unaware of the need to get there. Are you happy
about where you are right now at home or on the job? Why is it that you can see the light
at the end of the tunnel and yet you do not seem to be willing or able to take the
necessary few steps to get out of the dark? In this week’s Bible story, Paul came across
twelve disciples in Ephesus who had been baptized but had not heard anything about the
Holy Spirit. Something happened that opened their eyes to go for the real thing. The story
may be what you have been waiting for! Read on.
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1. Background: From John the Baptist to Jesus the Christ
It is popularly said that if you think education is so hard, you should try
ignorance. That suggests that ignorance is worse than illiteracy. An illiterate
person may not know how to read or write but may still know a few things about
certain things. An ignorant person may be literate and yet know little to nothing
about certain important things. Nevertheless, ignorance and illiteracy have one
thing in common: they are both a choice! Why should you choose to be
illiterate when you can study and get some education? Why should you choose to
be ignorant when you can get some knowledge? In other words, why should you
not go for the real thing? This week’s Bible story, taken from Paul’s third
missionary journey, will help us on the matter.
Paul had spent some time in Antioch before going over to the region of Galatia
and Phrygia where he strengthened disciples on the new faith. Let us join him at
Ephesus where he found some disciples that were “spiritually challenged.” The
story goes thus:
a) Some disciples were baptized but not empowered
The disciples were twelve in number [Acts 19: 7]. Paul asked them, “Did
you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They replied him, “We
have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” Apparently
surprised or curious, Paul asked them, “Into what then were you
baptized?” They replied, “Into John’s baptism” [vv. 2-3].
What was the baptism of John the Baptist all about? John himself
answered that question when Jewish leaders sent priests and Levites from
Jerusalem as he was baptizing by the Jordan River, and they asked him
who he was. He told them, “I am not the Christ.” If he was not the Christ,
was he then Elijah or the Prophet? [Jn 1: 19-21]. Recall that it had been
prophesied that God would send Israel Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD, and he was going to
turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and vice versa [Mal. 4: 5-6].
Of course, as Jesus Himself would later confirm, that prophecy applied to
John the precursor of the Christ [Matt. 11: 9-14]. In answering the
messengers from the Jewish leaders, John admitted that he was, as prophet
Isaiah had foretold, “the voice of one crying in the wilderness: make
straight the way of the LORD.” So, if he was not the Christ nor Elijah nor
the Prophet, why then, the messengers asked, was he baptizing people?
John replied, “I baptize with water, but there stands One among you
whom you do not know. It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before
me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose” [Jn 1: 22-27]. He would
baptize them “with the Holy Spirit and fire” [Lk 3: 16].
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The disciples that Paul met at Ephesus had received water baptism
under the dispensation of John the Baptist. They needed to know more;
they needed to go on to Holy Spirit baptism which only faith in Jesus
can produce. Do you know how many professing Christians in our places
of worship today can easily pass for those disciples at Ephesus? They have
received water baptism. They answer their baptismal names. But they do
not know Jesus because they do not obey Him or even see Him as the only
way to salvation. Some do not accept the doctrine of the Trinity, not to
talk of even believing in the Holy Spirit. They need to go for the real
thing!
b) Paul led them to the real thing
Paul affirmed that John’s baptism that those disciples had received was “a
baptism of repentance.” That was not enough. They needed to “believe
on Him who would come after [John], that is, on Christ Jesus.” They
believed Paul and accepted Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. They were
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then, after Paul had laid hands on
them, “the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and
prophesied” [Acts 19: 4-6].
When John baptized Jesus, the Holy Spirit came on the Lord in the form
of a dove and a voice from heaven confirmed His Sonship of the Father.
Why then did the same Holy Spirit come on those twelve disciples only
after Paul had laid hands on them? Only God can answer that question but
we can hazard a guess! Jesus did not need that baptism. That was why
John the Baptist told Him that it was Jesus that was supposed to baptize
him, not the other way round. Jesus replied, “Permit it to be so now, for
thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness” [Matt. 3: 13-17]. But on
the day of His ascension into heaven, Jesus told His disciples, “John truly
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now” [Acts 1: 5]. Therefore, there is a close link
between accepting Jesus and receiving the Holy Spirit because “no one
can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit” [1 Cor. 12: 3], and
“as many as are led by the Spirit of God… are the sons of God” [Rom. 8:
14]. Since God has only one begotten Son, Jesus, we can only become
God’s sons by virtue of accepting His Son, which makes us adopted sons
of God and joint heirs with Christ [Jn 3: 16; Rom. 8: 16-17]. Signs and
wonders followed those twelve disciples after they had received Jesus as
the object of their faith. They had received the real thing and they knew
it!
c) Paul consolidated the new knowledge with signs and wonders in the
Ephesian church
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The Ephesian church was not the same again after that event. Paul went
into the synagogue and spoke boldly for three months concerning the
kingdom of God. When some people hardened their hearts and even spoke
evil of Christ’s way to salvation, Paul moved out the disciples to meet
separately in the school of Tyrannus. For the next two years, he continued
that way, such that both Jews and Gentiles in Asia Minor came to hear and
know the word of the Lord Jesus [Acts 19: 8-10].
I believe that Paul’s experience at Ephesus was the beginning of conducting
separate Christian services away from the synagogues, first on the Sabbath day
and later on Sunday, “on the first day of the week, when disciples came together
to break bread” [Acts 20: 7]. Indeed, to go for the real thing is to move from
religious rituals to a full and flourishing relationship with Jesus the Christ.
Then the Holy Spirit will bear witness with your own spirit that you are a child
of God [Rom. 8: 16]. Are you ready to go for that real thing?
2. Growing from religion to Jesus!
Only God knows the truth concerning your relationship with His Son, Jesus
Christ. We are not talking about how long ago you received your water baptism or
the position you hold in your place of worship. God looks at the heart, not
physical appearance [1 Sam. 16: 7]. Nevertheless, you can be honest with
yourself for, according to an African proverb, the drunkard cannot hide his
drinking habits from his young children! Most of us have no problem going all the
way but are we willing and able to do so? Therefore, most of us can easily find
ourselves in one of the following situations, among others:
a) The lazy believer
Some of us have no problem professing Christ but we are too lazy to put
our profession into full practice. The laziness comes from the fact that
God does not force people to obey Him. For example, the same people
that will never be absent from or late to work, rain, snow or shine, will
spend all Sunday on the bed sleeping or at home watching a favourite TV
programme. They fear sanctions from their employers but which human
being will punish you if you refuse to come to church or pay your tithes?
They will study for their exams or professional tests as if possessed but
they will hardly open, not to talk of reading the Bible.
When you find yourself giving excuses or postponing the need to fully
accept Christ on the basis of time, age, distance or material means, you
are a lazy believer. You are giving God conditions for coming closer to
Him. For example, when Jesus once told someone to follow Him, he
requested to first go and bury his father before doing so. Another asked to
go and bid his family farewell. Jesus answered, “No one, having put his
hand to the plow and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God” [Lk 9:
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57-62]. Why should you call Jesus your Lord if you will not do what He
commands you to do [Lk 6: 46]? So, if you find yourself giving lame
excuses for not fully giving your life to Christ, reset your life-clock and
realize that without Him, you can do nothing [Jn. 15:5]. Get off your lazy
bed of complacency and indifference and exercise your faith for a fitter
spiritual body, which is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Read the Bible as
often as possible, as someone has advised, and it will scare the hell out
of you!
b) The spiritually challenged believer
Some people have found themselves in such a precarious position that
even if they are willing to come to Christ, they are spiritually challenged
by, for example, fear or habitual sins or human pride. Some people from
non-Christian homes or societies are unable to openly accept Christ for
fear of death or loss of power or privilege. Some people who currently
enjoy corrupt enrichment from their careers, such as prostitutes or police
or customs officials or politicians or civil servants, do not want to give up
such “privileges” just for Christ’s sake. Some people are too proud to
subordinate their self-will to God’s control. Of such people, Jesus has said,
quoting the prophecy of Isaiah, they will hear but not understand and see
but cannot perceive because their hearts have grown dull, their ears are
hard of hearing and their eyes are closed “lest they should see with their
eyes and hear with their ears [and] understand with their hearts and turn so
that [God] should heal them” [Matt. 13: 14-15].
If you find yourself in such a position, always realize that nothing is too
hard for God [Matt. 19: 26 ]. The same Paul that participated in the death
of Stephen by stoning gave up his Jewish faith to accept Jesus as his Lord
and Saviour. What will it profit anybody to gain the whole world and lose
his/her soul [Matt. 16: 26]? Go for the real thing!
c) The privileged believer
You may find yourself in an enabling environment to fully give your life
to Christ. Your parents or mentors have already given you a head start.
You live in a home or worship in a church where the glory of God
radiates. You are a privileged believer. You have no excuse for not going
for Christ because you know that to reject Him is to choose eternal
damnation in hell [Jn 3: 17]. Nevertheless, some people still manage to
snatch failure from the jaws of victory and success!
For example, thousands ate of the miraculous bread and fish that Jesus
provided them but on the day of His ascension into heaven, there were
only one hundred and twenty people, including His mother and brothers,
that were gathered in the upper room in Jerusalem [Acts 1: 12-15]. How
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many of the miracle seekers who throng our huge revival services and
have been so richly blessed have gone on to fully accept and obey Jesus as
their personal Lord and Saviour? How many of our priests, pastors and
other church leaders are really there for Christ’s sake instead of for their
personal bank accounts? How many miracle workers that we run after in
our places of worship are using the Spirit of God? Go for the real thing!
3. Conclusion: Just look up to Jesus!
From the foregoing, we can conclude that “Christ is the end of the law for
righteousness to everyone who believes.” Therefore, if you confess Him with
your mouth and believe in your heart that His Father raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved; for with your heart, you believe unto righteousness, and with
your mouth confession is made unto salvation [Rom. 10:4-10].
The doctrines and rituals of your mode of worship have helped you to come to
Christ but they cannot lead you to heaven. People do not go to heaven by
denominations because the soul that sins is the one that dies [Ezek. 18:4, 20].
Go for the real thing. Go ALL THE WAY TO CHRIST JESUS!
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